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appendix. This changed her psychologicd’ = ndacape i il Sl
rposeless and without ambition T am.” ..% :
wrote back. But Jane Addams became

hersell.
ing forth in the fall to enroll in the Philadelphia Wa
ed by her stepmother, Anna Haldeman Addams,

again and dropped out of school after a month: There seemed to b
~ wrong with her spine, the recurrence of an illness that had plagu
~ hood. Instead of becoming a doctor, Jane Addams became a patient.
~ family provided her with one of the best-regarded remedies of
‘Weir Mitchell's rest cure. This was a special treatment for nervous
g women, who, unlike their energetic mothers, were exhauste
nable to functi The treatment involved lying in bed fo
activity, books, or sstimulation.” Jane Addams
1581\ fairly well, just as she next survived

. an lowa doctor, to improve her spine. But she
school, and her loss of identity increa iy
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tion fell upon her with the shock of recq The Fou!

In this unlikely setting, inspira

familiar to true pelievers. But Jane Addams’s moment of inspiration
occurred some months later, in the spring of 1888, in London, where 3 devotit
herself into a final binge of serious searching. During this last leg of the thin ar
her quest for purpose grew so desperate that she even attended 4
conference. She also visited Toynbee Hall, a pioneer settlement in o a nat’
End, a notorious slum. The first mission of its type, Toynbee Hall V- growtl
group of young university men of radical bent, who were detenm;:v s Chicag
the enormous rift between social classes. Toynbee Hall was the ﬂnal\ ed the Cit
threw T};::;s disx:;:te motives and ambitions into shape o sy
 That Jane Addams described her inspirati ' purpo
cmversion was not surprising. Mmoumﬁgtilg:sf:: H@-Hom tn in- 100
had become as rare as the spinning wheel, the n ege;u s e foani
remained-—an experience that followed a pe'riod ofeintenos; Sth s side, v
: sicn, an and even physical misery; an experien ﬂmnusslvm symbc
- andidentity, thatjustified or even necessitated a radi ce bl e e
© Addams had had enough of the anguish aradical departure. By wolder
~ After revealing her new idea to Ellen St:ﬁd i ready for the radical !
ort, Jane Ad s convérsion an . el.‘}cmng Ellen’s m was n
; experience was complete | had ¢
i prope

 with
s and a certain belief that whatever perplexities : |
were in store for me, I should at least know



[he l‘mmn‘“‘:"v abbeiii .

e her old friend, Ellen Starr, “L ey "
d(“ e work out a salvation,” she w.ro
hin ‘('hik'f‘)”v“ was both a natural chojce

1 site for their new venture, Th,
rowthy whiCh h(ad l:,eel? lptenome“al-
200 was just a small lakeport city wij i
: (,‘i}:'il Wfll'/ railroads, factories, sto}éky;trhclz,lzlatride i0 Ver.100,000 o
; b reathtaking rate. Durmg the 1880s, while Jane AfgIélalgraf\tS msas o
Purposc, the city d(]):bled in population, in partby absorl;nixi esuiors e los
" 1889, By 1890, t ere were over a million residents, f i nf-farby poom
ﬁ,rcigf"bom or the children of immigrants. The nine’t o
e o eenth ward, on the west

S p i ded to establish
ymbolized Chicago’s expansion. Once a fashionable suburb ?ti\e;;ll f)rene(:lt house,
’ overrun

’ 1S inly the e
by newcomers, mainly poor and immigrants, whil :
volder” families, had moved up and out. e former residents, the

The search for the right house, on which the two women embarked in 1
was no simple matter. Fortunately, Jane Addams had ample funds ile;nfagt}?‘),
had left a large estate, and she had inherited at least $50,000 .m.Stocks a:;
property- This provided a financial base on which to build. Ellen Starr had less

Even as a young woman,
Jane Addams exuded an
aura of authority, one that
impressed her college
classmates, the Chicago
Woman'’s Club, and
subsequently, the
Hull-House staff. By the
1890s, she was able to
describe herself, in
matriarchal terms, as the
”grandmother” of
American settlements. (18%
portrait, Jane Addams Memorial
Collection, University of lllinots
Library, Chicago)
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connections in Chicago society. For almost a decade, g
roney but many SRR onable girls' school, anck had geitit el

Ties, Using these contacts and making new ¢
number of prominent fam{lxes ing ining their Sroject--tn busiag
ini issi i d comm
ists, ministers, missionaries, charity groups, an unity
oo their impressive skill at publicity and appeals, they won n
proval. Their major coup was to gain the support of the Chicago Woman
an elite institution that admitted just one new member a year to its very
wielded considerable influence, since their families

, and these wealthy women were anxious to contribuf

the settlement idea the blessing of the city’s upper class, but in 1889 the
chose Jane Addams as its sole new member. By the end of the year, Jane
and Ellen Starr had rented a floor in an old building in the nineteenth v
moved themselves in with all their possessions, including Jane's heirloo
The silver was significant. No temporary venture or trial run, the
would be a permanent home. ' ;
~ Once an elegant mansion, Hull-House had been built at midce

wealthy real estate man and was now owned by his niece. It was
> \ Addams and Starr first saw it, containing, significantly, an
10 saloon. The house was on South Halsted Street, at the
Chicago’s nineteenth ward. Stocky: ’
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would funnel out an undemndmgnfm wa ;;me time, it

workers were going to acquire. ""’_ Hlement
Even more ovmwhelming




262 :
youth clubs catering to every age and interest, from 4 ‘

2 succession of h e R siiaiig, i
, stories, gymnas Cs, it ’ oung ¢

cllull;Sf é‘r’roi‘;;::foys or the Hull-House Colur.nbxan Guards. TeenagerSE -
clu th clubs, which provided literary evenings followed by a socia] i
toyou ’ tion and household management at speci)
Cl

Jearned about nutri ; :
g;(};hiisd the more selective Hull-House Woman's Club, which involy
most able women in the neighborhood” and met weekly, as did its elite ,

the Chicago Woman’s Club. There was an even larger men’s club, but it .,
once a month. Throughout the day and night, the gymnasium and the
room were used for club meetings and other functions, and in the evenine
barrage of adult programs was available to those who worked during the
The settlement organized a chorus, a concert program, a debate club, unj
extension classes, an art gallery, a reading room, and the Working People’s:
Science Club, where, as Addams described it, political theories could
corked and deodorized before they exploded. From the outset, Hull-Ho
a bustling center of activity. g
In addition to the clubs, each of which elected officers and reqm'regl
Hull-House immediately threw its energies into a wide variety of com :
services, ferreting out the neighborhood’s needs and rivaling the ward b
meeting them. The settlement, said Addams, served as an “informat
~ interpretation bureau” for newly arrived immigrants and sometimes as a
, wr‘eau,‘r finding j(?bs for the unemployed. It channeled the services of
_‘&efesmmb—musﬁers, priests, doctors—into the community and esta
nurse service. It served as a middleman between nine
city institutions—hospitals, asylums, charity groups, an
ulances, relief workers, and “fresh air” sus
ty, a diet kitchen for invalids, a co
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¢ significance and soprase

{enthustd o - d SOTority. And at the center of that ife .

an s a world of women not unlike the world of coll hat life, at s it
: poid’ $8 {4 - —

u\l( ‘\' _‘l since I}M"\l )’( a W()l‘ld [hat Jdno

a5t
h‘u‘ me

105 there were twenty residents
By 16% s

and of thoge
ths, fifteen were women
s,

and lWUWt'r(-
sally college graduates and lypimlly
e USUE : " 3 G
wert | to put their culture
ot

who had be
men., The

womer
and education to use,
family, much as Jane's colle

like arrangement and at

en there over
s “"\l

young women reside
1 from well-off f
Most import

nts
amilies, who

ant, they formed
ge class had done, Residents lived in a

S itory \ s € in n.mmu‘m)n dinigg roomf with Jane Ad-
( ,t the head of the table, xhslnngnut soup fora growing Contmguntoffamily
JJ“"‘I; rs. She also entertained a coterie of admirers and distinguished guests—
mem I( -‘l Iniversity of Chicago, other settlements, eastern cities, and abroad. Not
from | :‘ mily, Hull-House quickly became something of a salon, But above all, it
o ‘\l nm,unilv dominated by educated women who, like the students at
WS (_(;l sstablished their own cooperative style and communal identity. Even
l{m'“‘"“ 'ltl‘m"minnlm' y, like that of the college, was distinctive; it w
-‘"m_c:::;]md quasi- t:;:'niliall The residents, including the “head re
fesS10I1dz €

wante

1 gort ol

as quasi-pro-

sident” (rather

(. ‘ tabow >
han president or director), addressed one another often as “dear sister.” The
than pre:

i °rin ¢ iving. The large
| settlement, Hull-House was also a pioneer in communal hvmj? [l’}u(;]%ime ¢
)] settle ’ % . AL i s e
A nul\dt {\rt sidents, who usually lived in upstairs apartmcntz, mg\:f?&; t(hL o
7 [ 9y . r .y > 2 g L : ¢
L}m" e »n dining room. This tradition continued fohr d}:ca;cbf t}:c(miadle ore
R s ; is seated at the head o 3 ‘
ini 930. Jane Addams is sez e mids B
dmmg room ‘]r()llnd/\ll ')3”}{(1111ilt0n is to her right. (Jane Addams Memorial Collection, University of
i ssociate Alice He ¢
Longtime associate
[llinois Library, Chicago)
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began i rate fashion, "J.A. : # e
At: ;all anh;rf’al:‘nﬂc;r%(:e founding members were .most u}\;;ortant_ The reg;. ;: Jp: ‘;,‘t{: 1] lf:: s l)‘
st wiho ssvived i the Girst few years forined an Pek S 6/ 8 Hull-Hoyg, z‘f‘f}J il o~
network, forever identified with Jane Afidams and the Chicago Setﬂ.ment e 1 § ul’“‘. ot
some of these college-educated, 1.'>l'0f&351_°“al W, settlement residency v, W h‘.r[’ Mu«z“ ,
s ublic service. But even after they mov, Py’ oF,
ahammggrmmdforoﬂlettypaofp ; they moved op, ] cﬂcv’
Hull-House remained their base of operations. All of the inner circle, moreover, y ‘.j W ¢
had experiences in some way akin to that of Jane Addams. Julia Lath.roP, Wk | ;f‘,' # H“” f
mother was a Rockford graduate, had gone to the school herself briefly before . i ] e
attending Vassar. Arriving at Hull-House the year it was founded, La 1, i 9 i i fef
remained at the settlement for twenty years and later became the first head of the ) Wﬂwaﬂ it
federal Children’s Bureau. Florence Kelley, daughter of a Republican politician, 1 Mw peﬂ)a?: W
was a Cornell graduate. She joined Hull-House in 1891 and leftin 1898 tobecome MW 9
head of the National Consumers’ League and prominent ﬂtroughoutprm. : Wﬁd Pabhdy

reform. Alice Hamilton, who went to medical school at the University of Michj-

~ ganand Johns Hopkins, founded the field of industrial medicine and eventually e 4
~ taught it at Harvard. Arriving at Hull-House in 1897, she remained in the Md 56
settlement for over a decade. Early in the twentieth century, finally, the inner |, mdwm‘a'

circle was enlarged by Grace and Edith Abbott, whose mother had gone
Rockford. Both had been graduate students at the University of Chicago.
: later taught there, while Grace Abbott became head of the Immigr
agl followed Julia Lathrop to the Children’.

century, Hull-House had its own
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1 he Founding of Hull-House

y donations to the settlement and serving on its board o .,
Ireadtully and am yours ‘till death,” Jane Addams wroh: :r;’et:et:\e; m
. Ellen §‘vtarr became radicalized and an activist in the labor movement,
he continued to live in Hull-House for most of her life as well. Any
Jane Addams seemed to be a permanent one. Addams, meanwhile,
both the Hull-House family and a national settlement movement,

much of a leadership role as her father ever had.

pubhc. persona, beyond the Hull-House family, Jane Addams quickly
unique niche in American life and extended her influence in
circles. “I find that I am considered quite the grandmother of
settlements,” she commented in 1893, when only thirty-three years
dly as Hull-House programs filled up the Hull mansion and adjacent
so did Jane Addams’s reputation blossom, first as Chicago’s most
an and then as a national model of benevolence. Jane Addams, said
newspaper in 1908, was “synonymous with all that is charitable,
‘public-spirited, and good.” Addams’s skill as Hull-House spokes-
| publicity agent greatly enhanced her reputation. Since the settle-
depended as much on the contributions of the rich as on the
the poor, Addams spoke continually at public forums, to college
women’s groups, and cajoled benefactors, most of them wealthy













